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4   Mining and Industrial De^clopmcnt

Tin is mined at present on the islands ot Banka  Bilhton

and Smgkep but there are deposits on the adjacent islands

and perhaps on the coast of Sumatra    The tin occurs in

large alluvial deposits quite near the surface   and is easih

FIG 37   JAVANESE HOUSE
Cheap cool and dry the typical bungalow also houses the
live stock under a lean to
worked The metallic content of the ore is high and since
the deposits occur near tidewater it can be easily transferred
to ships for smelting elsewhere if necessary The tin from
Banka the largest producer is smelted on the island but
that from the other islands is sent overseas formerly to
Singapore and Penang but since the middle 1930 s to the
Netherlands Earlier the mines were worked by hand labour
mainly by the Chinese who are better adapted to this heavy
work than the Malays Now the use of machines has